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Maryland: Most Powerful Underground 
Railroad Storytelling Destination in the World  

 
 

• Most documented successful escapes utilizing the 
Underground Railroad. 
 
• Most National Park Service Network to Freedom sites. 
 
• Maryland is home to renowned freedom fighters: 
Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass, Henry Highland 
Garnet, William Still’s family, and many others. 
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Benefits of Being a MD NTF Site  



Benefits of Being a MD NTF Site  
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Communication Plans  
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Completing the Network to 
Freedom Application

UGRR/NTF Research 201 Public 
Webinar

November 18, 2020

A Balancing Act

 standards for documentation & authenticity balanced 
with inclusiveness, valuing grass roots researchers and 
oral traditions

 Network to Freedom applications must: 

 “speak for themselves” 

 contain sufficient information for the reader to understand 
the UGRR association and why the application was 
accepted in the Network to Freedom  
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Network to Freedom Criteria

 Any element nominated to the Network must have a 
verifiable association to the Underground Railroad. 
Supporting evidence must be documented in the 
application through specific citations that would allow 
the reader to recreate the research.

 Consent of the owner, manager or director is required to 
list a property in the NTF. Public‐owned properties must 
[also] have consent from the site manager. A letter of 
consent from the property owner must accompany each 
application. 

Sites—a Key Difference from the 
National Register of Historic Places

 Places that have lost their historical appearance  are 
eligible for the NTF if the location can be documented 
and there is some type of interpretation such as a 
commemorative or interpretive marker, educational 
program, brochure or site bulletin. 

 Sites on the National Register of Historic Places are not 
required to have an interpretive component to be eligible 
for inclusion in the Network, though interpretive signs or 
materials are encouraged. 
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• Choosing the correct category is often the most important 
question; this is especially true of programs/facilities

• Use the historic name for a site
• Do not use the name of an organization
• The address should reflect the location of the site or facility, not 

the mailing address of the owner 

Summary

•Clearly describe the UGRR association of the nominated 
entity and the type of evidence that supports it.
•Do not describe the organization that operates a 
program or facility—describe the program or UGRR 
collection itself.
•Focus on the most significant  points; develop the 
details in the rest of the application.
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Photos and Maps

• Photographs should show the current condition of the property and 
must be copyright free, such that NPS can use them on websites or 
publications

• Historic photographs, where available, are useful (but not necessary)

• Maps showing the location of the site, what is being nominated, how 
the site relates to geographic features and other historic locations are 
very important for evaluating the property.

• Attachments are essential information, but do not rely on them to tell 
the story.
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Ownership category

• Check as many categories as apply.
• There must be a corresponding letter of consent for each owner 

indicated under S3 .

Type(s) of Underground Railroad Association

• Check only the associations that can be documented and which will 
be justified in the application.

• Applications only need to document one type of association to be 
eligible for the Network to Freedom.  Focus on your strongest case.

S4. Describe the site’s association and significance to the Underground 
Railroad. Provide citations. Timelines are encouraged. 

• This question is the heart of the site application.  Take care to craft a 
succinct, well‐argued, and clear narrative.

• Make clear what the UGRR association is and which pieces of 
evidence support this association. 

• Do NOT rely on extensive block quotations (or attached documents).  
Distill the information into an essay of your own words.

• Primary sources are STRONGLY encouraged.  All sources should be 
evaluated for their reliability and accuracy.

• Include footnote citations  that identify where information was 
found—the goal is that the reader should be able to “reconstruct” 
your research (as it often provides leads for investigating related 
stories).

Important Points about Sites
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S5. Provide a history of the site since the Underground Railroad. 

• Describe what the site looks like today and exactly what is included in the 
nomination. 

• Describe what has happened to the site since the period of the Underground 
Railroad:
• Is this still the original building or structure or landscape?
• Is it still being used for the same thing (i.e., is it still a house, farm, hotel, 
etc?)
• When did the property change ownership or function?
• When and in what ways was the property modified or destroyed?

• Describe what the area around the site looks like today—is it now a suburban 
neighborhood, but used to be a farm?

• Make sure to include photographs that show the building and site from 
different angles.

S7. Include a bibliography. Discuss historical sources of information and 
how you used them. 

• This question, along with S4, is the most critical part of the application.  Be 
sure to include a bibliography, with all standard publication data, listing EACH 
source used in S4 and S5.

• It is useful to separate PRIMARY (produced during the historic period 
or by participants) from SECONDARY.

• Annotated bibliographies that analyze the reliability of the sources are 
encouraged, particularly for early county histories, reminiscences, and 
reports of events.

• Indicate the location where primary documents can be accessed.  For 
documents that are not publicly accessible, consider enclosing a copy.  
However, be sure to incorporate relevant information in the S4 essay, 
rather than directing the reader to an attachment.
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Facilities and Programs

 Accuracy: source material specific to the story presented in the 

program or facility on which interpretation and presentation of 
information are based must be delineated and should include 
primary materials—letters, diaries, autobiographies, official 
records—where possible.  

 Professionalism: the NTF focuses on a professional approach to 

activities such as interpretation or curation that will indicate a high‐
quality presentation of the history of the Underground Railroad, 
rather than specifying staff credentials.

 Operation: All facilities and programs must be in operation and 

not solely in the planning stages. There must also be plans for future

Facilities

 Facilities must be accessible to the public and where 
possible, comply with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.

Facilities‐Research Centers
 the center director or key staff members have an 

appropriate level of training

 a record of operations through a measurable output, 
such as a past and ongoing production of a journal or 
reports.
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Give a comprehensive understanding of what the facility is or does

Discuss how the information and materials in the collection can be used 
by researchers to investigate the Underground Railroad in the locality or 
State.

List specific subsets or collections within the facility that might be 
useful for Underground Railroad research.

Provide sample indexes and documents that demonstrate the types of 
materials available.

F6. Describe the indexes or finding aids that are available for the 
facility’s collections. 

• This is one of the most important questions for facilities.  If there 
are no finding aids, the usefulness of the collection for research is 
minimized.

• Explain how researchers can locate specific items of interest within 
the collection.

Important Point about Facilities
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Programs

 Applications must demonstrate that the program has a 
record of consultation with appropriate partners, and 
community or regional support.  Consultation is a critical 
stage in the development of any interpretation program

 A system must be established for the evaluation of the 
program’s effectiveness. Insights gained from the 
evaluations should be used to refine the program in the 
future.  

• Include letters describing consultation in developing the program. 
These letters should not just be endorsements.

• Include information about audience feedback and surveys, but also 
how this information is incorporated in program revisions.

• Programs must have been conducted at least once, and there must be a 
plan for conducting the program in the future.
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Important Points about Programs
 Describe the program—what does the participant 

experience.  Remember, most readers of the application 
will never have attended the program.  

 What is the Underground Railroad association and 
message that you want participants in the program to 
“come away” with or learn?

 What are the learning objectives?

 It is critical that programs be based on accurate and 
scholarly information.  While children’s books are useful 
for programs targeted toward children, they are not a 
sufficient basis for program content.

Answer questions and  provide technical 
support

Discuss application process, goals, and 
establish a timeline for package completion

Appointment with NTF applicant and 
Regional Coordinator 

Network to 
Freedom 

Pre-Kickoff Meeting 
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Step 1:
Application are 

received

Step 2:
Applications are 

reviewed for 
required 
material.

Step 3:
Applications for 

consideration are 
released.

Step 4:
Review 

committee votes 
on applications.

Step 5: 
Applicants 

inducted are 
notified.

Step 6: 
Applicants not 

inducted are notified 
and receive 

suggestions to 
strengthen 
application.

Network To Freedom Application Review Process  

Contact Us:

Regional Coordinator
Ka’mal McClarin
Kamal_McClarin@nps.gov
202‐430‐8489; 301‐957‐
4204 

Program Manager
Diane Miller
Diane_miller@nps.gov
443‐477‐4476

www.nps.gov/ugrr
www.nps.gov/ntf
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UGRR RESEARCH 201: CRAFTING A 
NOMINATION TO THE NETWORK TO 

FREEDOM PROGRAM 
 

PRESERVATION MARYLAND 

LEGACY OF SLAVERY IN MARYLAND PROGRAM OVERVIEW  

NOVEMBER 18, 2020 















1837 sale advertisement 













http://slavery.msa.maryland.gov/ 



Documenting the 
Underground Railroad 

Maya Davis 
Maryland State Archives 



What do you know? 







The People 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
While 



The Places 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Place covers sites, facilities, and program



The Records 







Newspaper Ads 



Census Records and 
Slave Schedules 



Slave Statistics 
The Slave Statistics consist of lists of 
slaves owned as of 1 November 1864, 
the date when the Constitution of 1864, 
which abolished slavery in Maryland, 
took effect. 

In the hope that the federal government 
would compensate former slaveholders, 
the General Assembly in 1867 
authorized the compilation of records to 
establish slave ownership and the value 
of slave property. 

Anne Arundel 

Carroll County 

Frederick  

Howard 

Kent 

Montgomery  

Prince George’s 

St. Mary’s 



Alsie Shorter alias Alsace Blandford 



Penitentiary Records 



Probate Records 
Wills 

Inventories 

Accounts of Sale 

Distributions 



Land Records 
● Land Deeds 
● Mortgages 
● Bills of Sale 

○ Transfer of 
Ownership 

● Manumissions 



Chattel Records 

Collection of bills of sale of 
personal property like 
cattle, horses, farm tools, 
and slaves. Additionally 
some manumission 
transactions appear. 



Assessments 
A listing of total number and value of 
slaves in a household that determined 
personal property tax of Maryland 
residents. 



Thank You 


	md-dept-of-tourism-ugrr-network-to-freedom-heather-ersts-nov-2020
	Slide Number 1
	 
	Maryland: Most Powerful Underground Railroad Storytelling Destination in the World
	Benefits of Being a MD NTF Site
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Communication Plans
	Tubman 200
	Join Us!

	nps-ntf-research-workshop-nov-18-2020
	christopher-haley-maryland-state-archives-ugrr-resources-nov-2020
	UGRR Research 201: Crafting a Nomination to the Network to Freedom Program��Preservation maryland
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14

	maya-davis-maryland-state-archives-underground-railroad-research-presentation-nov-2020
	Documenting the Underground Railroad
	What do you know?
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	The People
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	The Places
	Slide Number 9
	The Records
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Newspaper Ads
	Census Records and Slave Schedules
	Slave Statistics
	Alsie Shorter alias Alsace Blandford
	Penitentiary Records
	Probate Records
	Land Records
	Chattel Records
	Assessments
	Thank You


