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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

Elkridge Furnace Plank Houses 

Preservation Maryland, a nonprofit organization headquartered in Baltimore, Maryland, is soliciting competitive 
proposals from qualified firms for design-build services for the restoration of the plank houses at the Elkridge 
Furnace Complex, located at 5745 Furnace Ave, Elkridge, MD 21075. 

To be considered as eligible, Respondents must be legally licensed as applicable under pertinent laws in the State 
of Maryland; meet one or more of the Professional Qualification Standards—or their equivalent—as set forth by 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines (SOI); and have demonstrated experience in historic 
restoration. 

Preservation Maryland requests that interested parties respond to the solicitation by 4:30 P.M. ET on Tuesday, 
October 8, 2024. 

1. CLIENT 

Preservation Maryland is a statewide non-profit working to protect Maryland’s unique and irreplaceable heritage 
while creating a more equitable and sustainable future. The organization harnesses the power of historic places 
to revitalize and reinvest in communities, advocate, and build the historic trades workforce for the benefit of all 
Marylanders. To learn more, visit www.preservationmaryland.org. 

2. PROJECT OVERVIEW 

2.1 Background  

Owned by the State of Maryland and managed by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources - Maryland Park 
Service (DNR), the Elkridge Furnace Plank Houses are contributing resources within the NRHP-listed Elkridge 
Furnace Complex (MIHP# HO-367) located in Patapsco Valley State Park. Sited at 5745 Furnace Ave, Elkridge, MD 
21075 (parcel 0615, tax map 0038), each house is a single-story, gable-roofed, 14’ x 16’ dwelling of plank 
construction on a stone foundation. The NRHP listing also suggests that they were likely constructed of re-
purposed timbers. 

The two structures sit next to the Elkridge Furnace Inn (Lessee)—a commercial lease area in the park that serves 
as a restaurant, inn, and wedding venue—and are somewhat distinct from each other, with the southeast building 
having been finished and plastered on the interior, while the northwest building was simply whitewashed. 
Archaeological evidence indicates that the structures were assembled in their current location in the mid-19th 
century and likely housed enslaved ironworkers. Horizontal plank construction was once commonly used for 
outbuildings and housing for enslaved workers; however, many such structures have been lost to time. Indeed, 
the Elkridge Furnace houses represent two of only a handful of known surviving examples in Maryland. Another 
surviving example of a similar structure is located at Blandair County Park in Columbia, Maryland (MIHP# HO-33). 

2.2 Description  

In partnership with DNR, Preservation Maryland is overseeing the restoration of and interpretive design for the 
Elkridge Furnace Plank Houses. Their architectural features and likely occupants tell an important piece of the 
area’s layered history. However, both structures are at great risk of collapsing and in need of immediate 
intervention to prevent their loss. The northwest building is in the worst condition with two of its walls already 
partially collapsed and its roof held up by a series of temporary braces. The southeast building, while not in as 
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precarious a state, has suffered detrimentally from water intrusion, and one of the plank walls is beginning to cave 
in. 

The goal of this project is to accurately restore the houses in such a manner as to retain as much historic fabric as 
possible to ensure their longevity and prepare the site for expanded interpretation. Planning, design, and 
construction services are expected for completion of the scopes of work detailed in Attachment A – Scope of Work. 

Objectives include: 

• Documenting the condition, location, and characteristics of the planks and interior historic fabric 
• Identifying an appropriate treatment plan for each plank house 
• Stabilizing both structures immediately and protecting them from the elements while restoration plans 

are completed 
• Prioritizing the northwest building which is in a more deteriorated state 
• Repairing/restoring as much material as possible in accordance with SOI Standards 
• Removing vegetation and landscape features around the buildings to prevent future damage from 

vegetation and/or moisture intrusion 

2.3 Schedule 

Work is expected to begin immediately upon contract execution and conclude as expeditiously as possible. The 
overall project schedule shall comply with the following hours: 7 A.M. to 4 P.M., Monday-Friday, during designated 
work periods to be determined in coordination with DNR and Lessee. 

3. SERVICES AND SCOPE OF WORK 

The precise scope of work is subject to feedback from the selected Respondent and budget limitations. However, 
anticipated work to be undertaken may include, but is not limited to, the following: 

• Site coordination with property owner DNR and Lessee 
• Laser scans of building exteriors and interiors 
• Condition assessment of each plank house 
• Treatment plan for both plank houses with cost estimates 
• Design services, including preparation of construction drawings and specifications 
• Construction administration 
• Project inspection services including periodic progress reviews 
• Review of contractor pay requests 
• Review of contractor change order requests, as necessary 
• Completion of the scope of work detailed in Attachment A – Scope of Work 

Work recommended and performed shall adhere to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and local, state and 
federal laws and regulations. 

4. DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 

Upon conclusion of the scans and condition assessment, the design team shall prepare a written plan for historic 
treatment for the whole project, including each phase or process and protection of surrounding materials during 
operations. Describe in detail the materials, methods, and equipment to be used for each phase of work. Show 
compliance with indicated methods and procedures specified in Attachment A – Scope of Work and/or by DNR 
staff. The plan shall also be accompanied by a cost estimate. 
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The design team should anticipate preparing stabilization plans for implementation immediately following 
completion of the condition assessment. 

Design documentation shall be submitted at 30% completion for review. All construction documentation shall 
then be submitted at 100% completion for review and approval by DNR and the Maryland Historical Trust prior to 
any further work taking place. 

5. CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

5.1 Staging area 

The construction site will be limited to the smallest feasible area. Staging is available at the designated location(s) 
indicated in Attachment B – Preliminary Site Plan. Construction equipment and material storage shall be located 
in areas near the construction site. All locations shall be approved by DNR prior to placement.  

Further, the Contractor shall install a temporary chain link fence with a mesh screen around the construction site 
(approximately 4,612 SF), as indicated in Attachment B – Preliminary Site Plan. Final dimensions and specifications 
shall be determined in coordination with Preservation Maryland and DNR. 

The construction site and staging areas shall be returned to pre-construction conditions once construction is 
complete.  

5.2 Construction Vehicle Parking 

Parking of vehicles shall be limited to the designated area indicated in Attachment B – Preliminary Site Plan. 

5.3 Site access 

Construction efforts shall be coordinated with DNR and not impact business and/or scheduled events at the 
Elkridge Furnace Inn. 

5.4 Environmental and Sustainability Requirements 

The Contractor shall: 

• Employ construction best management practices that minimize dust production and onsite sedimentation 
transport. 

• Employ construction best management practices that minimize noise generation during construction 
times. 

• Keep the premises and surrounding area free from accumulation of waste materials or rubbish caused by 
operations under the contract and employ processes that ensure the generation of as little waste as 
possible. Waste disposal in landfills shall be minimized. At completion of the Work, the Contractor shall 
remove waste materials, rubbish, the Contractor's tools, construction equipment, machinery and surplus 
materials from and about the project site. All material unsuitable for recycling must be disposed of in a 
legal manner. 

• Adhere to all applicable federal, state, and local laws and acquire permits, where required. 
• Comply with designated work time schedules in coordination with DNR and Lessee. 
• Ensure safety at all times during pre-construction and construction activities, according to applicable 

safety standards, procedures, and laws. 
• Contact Miss Utility, prior to work, as per Maryland law (2010 Maryland Underground Facilities Damage 

Prevention Law). 
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6. BUDGET 

This project is supported by grant funding. As such, all costs are limited to a budget range of $371,900 - $509,900. 
This may result in necessary modification(s) to the construction scope of work, which Preservation Maryland and 
DNR staff will discuss with the selected Respondent upon review of the treatment plan cost estimate. In no event 
shall the selected Respondent be entitled to receive more than this amount unless authorized in advance and in 
writing by Preservation Maryland. Competitiveness of the budget will be considered as part of the proposal review 
process. 

7. INSTRUCTIONS TO RESPONDENTS  

7.1 Where to Deliver Proposal 

All proposals must be submitted as a single PDF attached to an email delivered to LHouston@presmd.org. 

7.2 Proposal Due Date 

Proposals are due by 4:30 P.M. ET on Tuesday, October 8, 2024. 

7.3 Pre-bid meeting 

Respondents may choose to attend a pre-bid meeting during a scheduled site visit at 10:00 A.M. ET, Tuesday, 
September 17, 2024. Please email Laura Houston at LHouston@PresMd.org by 4:30 P.M. ET, Monday, September 
16, 2024, to confirm attendance. 

7.4 Preparation of Proposal  

Respondents must submit the following: 

• Qualifications 
• Examples of similar projects 
• List of key personnel and proposed subcontractors 
• At least three (3) references 
• Proposal 
• Itemized project budget  
• Project schedule that stipulates durations for key tasks and the overall project; identifies milestones; and 

accommodates restrictions noted in Section 2.3 

Respondents shall submit one (1) digital copy of the proposal package as an attachment to an email and are 
encouraged to include as much pertinent data and information as necessary to ensure proper evaluation. 
Competitiveness of the budget will be considered as part of the proposal review process. 

7.5 Subcontracts 

Respondents must identify all portions of the work intended to be performed through subcontractors. Acceptance 
of the proposal does not constitute approval of the subcontractors identified in the proposal. 

7.6 Minimum Qualifications 

Respondents must demonstrate personnel assigned are legally licensed as applicable under pertinent laws in the 
State of Maryland; meet one or more of the Professional Qualification Standards—or their equivalent—as set 
forth by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines; and have demonstrated experience in historic 
restoration. 

mailto:LHouston@presmd.org
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7.7 Small Business Enterprise (SBE), Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and/or Woman-Owned Business 
Enterprise (WBE) 

Respondents are not required to be or have subcontractors who are certified SBE, MBE, and/or WBE companies. 
However, use of SBE, MBE, and/or WBE companies is encouraged and may be weighted as an element of the 
evaluation process 

7.8 Inquiries 

Every request for a written interpretation or correction must be received at least seven (7) days prior to the 
proposal due date in order to be considered. Requests may be submitted by e-mail to Lhouston@presmd.org. 
Interpretations, corrections and supplemental instructions will be communicated by written addenda to this 
solicitation to all prospective Respondents no later than five (5) days prior to the proposal due date.  

Submission of a proposal constitutes acknowledgment of receipt of all addenda. Proposals will be construed as 
though all addenda had been received. Failure of the Respondent to receive any addenda does not relieve 
Respondents from any and all obligations under the proposal, as submitted. 

7.9 Rejection of Proposal 

Proposals must be delivered to the specified location and received by the proposal due date to be eligible for 
evaluation. Proposals will be considered irregular and may be rejected if they show material omissions, additions 
not called for, conditions, limitations, unauthorized alternate proposals or other material irregularities. 
Preservation Maryland may consider incomplete any proposal not prepared and submitted in accordance with 
the provisions specified herein and reserves the right to waive any minor deviations or irregularities in an 
otherwise valid proposal. 

7.10 Withdrawal of Proposal 

Respondents may withdraw their proposal prior to the designated due date if they submit such a written request 
to Preservation Maryland. Respondents may be permitted to withdraw their proposal after the due date for good 
cause, as determined by Preservation Maryland in its sole judgment and discretion. 

8. EVALUATION AND AWARD PROCEDURES 

8.1 Evaluation Procedure 

Each response will be evaluated in accordance with the indicated criteria: 

1 Background and Qualifications 
a) Past relevant experience following SOI Standards 
b) Special expertise of personnel, as applicable  

2 Project Management 
a) Names and functions of personnel assigned 
b) Commitment to project completion within time and budget constraints 
c) Ability to meet project needs, including current workload 
d) QA/QC methods 

3 Technical Merit 
a) Demonstrated comprehension of tasks to be completed 
b) Completeness and clarity of proposal 
c) Adequately addresses project goal(s) and objective(s) 

 

mailto:Lhouston@presmd.org
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8.2 Award 

Acceptance of the successful Respondent’s proposal does not create a contractual relationship between 
Preservation Maryland and the successful Respondent. 

Preservation Maryland reserves the right to award the agreement to the next available Respondent in the event 
the successful Respondent fails to enter into the agreement, or the agreement with said Respondent is terminated 
within 30 days of the effective date. 

9. EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT 

Submittal of a proposal binds the successful Respondent to perform the work upon acceptance of the proposal 
and Preservation Maryland’s execution of the project agreement provided by the successful Respondent. 

Upon acceptance of the proposal, the successful Respondent must provide: 

• A project agreement for review 
• A completed Form W9 
• Satisfactory evidence of insurance coverage as required by the State of Maryland, certain funders, and 

Preservation Maryland, including but not limited to: 
o General Liability coverage with minimum limits of no less than $1,000,000.00 per claim 
o Workers’ Compensation and Employer’s Liability coverage with minimum limits of no less than 

that required by Maryland law 
o Professional Liability coverage, if applicable, with minimum limits of no less than $1,00,000 per 

claim  
• Any/All other information and documentation required by the agreement 

Preservation Maryland reserves the right to cancel award of the agreement without liability at any time before 
the agreement has been fully executed by all parties. Failure upon the part of the successful Respondent to 
execute the agreement or timely submit the required documentation will be just cause, if Preservation Maryland 
so elects, for award of the agreement to be rescinded. 



ATTACHMENT A 
Elkridge Furnace Plank Buildings Scope of Work 

Prepared by Peter Morrill - 3/20/2024 
 

The plank buildings at the Elkridge Furnace are incredibly rare resources. Horizontal plank 
construction was once commonly used for outbuildings and housing for enslaved workers but 
most have been lost to time.  The Elkridge Furnace plank buildings represent two of only a 
handful of known surviving examples in central Maryland.  The two buildings are also somewhat 
distinct from each other, with the southeast building having been finished and plastered on the 
interior (a very unusual treatment in buildings of this kind) while the northwest building was 
simply whitewashed. 
 
Both buildings are in distressed condition and in need of immediate intervention to prevent their 
loss.  The northwest building is in the worst condition with two of its walls already partially 
collapsed. The roof structure is in relatively good condition but is currently being held up by a 
series of temporary braces.  The southeast building is in somewhat better condition but it has 
suffered badly from roof leaks and one of the plank walls is beginning to collapse. 
 
Because of its advanced state of deterioration, the northwest building should be addressed first.  
Its lack of interior finishes will allow the contractor to gain a better understanding of the difficulty 
of the work before moving to the southeast building where significant interior finishes survive.  
The southeast building is decidedly the more significant of the two and great care should be 
taken while undertaking repairs. While work is ongoing at the northwest building, some 
temporary roof repairs should be undertaken at the southeast building to prevent leaks. 
 
Both buildings should be repaired in accordance with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 
Preservation with an emphasis on retaining as much historic fabric as possible.  It may be 
desirable to employ the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Restoration on the southeast 
building for interpretive purposes.  This would entail reconstruction of the original exterior 
chimney and restoration of its historic exterior finishes. 

 
Northwest Building 

● Cut trees and brush away from the building. 
● Prepare measured drawings. 
● Label each wall plank/building component and key to the measured drawings. 
● Install a temporary framework to support the roof structure (note: any ground 

disturbance to accommodate the temporary framework should be monitored for 
archaeological resources.) 

● Demolish 20th century animal stalls, feed troughs, etc. 
● Deconstruct exterior walls. 
● Complete conditions assessments of each timber and prepare a detailed treatment plan 

for each component of the building. 
● Make repairs to individual planks and fabricate replacement planks where missing or 

deterioration is too advanced to permit repair. New material should match the species, 
dimensions and joinery of the originals. 

● Repair and repoint the stone foundation (note: any ground disturbance to accommodate 
foundation repairs should be monitored for archaeological resources.) 

● Reconstruct the exterior walls. 
● Reset the roof structure on the rebuilt walls. 
● Remove the existing metal roof. 



● Repair joists, plates, rafters, and sheathing as needed. 
● Install new standing seam metal roof. 
● Chink and daub between planks. 
● Restore the windows and doors. If the windows/doors are missing or too badly 

deteriorated, reproductions matching the originals should be fabricated. 
● Install new weatherboard siding. 
● Whitewash exterior. 
● Landscape around the building. 

 
Southeast Building 

● Cut trees and brush away from the building. 
● Prepare measured drawings. 
● Conduct historic paint finishes analysis. 
● Label each wall plank/building component and key to the measured drawings. 
● Take up select sections of brick floor to accommodate the temporary supports.  Brick 

should be salvaged for re-use. Any ground disturbance to accommodate the temporary 
framework should be monitored for archaeological resources.) 

● Install a temporary framework to support the roof structure.   
● Demolish modern internal framing. 
● Repoint/repair surviving fireplace jambs and brick knee wall. Ensure these elements are 

protected during the restoration process. 
● Complete conditions assessments of each timber and prepare a detailed treatment plan 

for each component of the building. 
● Repair walls in-situ if possible. Make repairs to individual planks and fabricate 

replacement planks where missing or deterioration is too advanced to permit repair. New 
material should match the species, dimensions and joinery of the originals. Repairs 
should be delicately undertaken so as to preserve as much plaster and lath as possible. 

● Repair and repoint the stone foundation (note: any ground disturbance to accommodate 
foundation repairs should be monitored for archaeological resources.) 

● Repair joists, plates, rafters, and sheathing. Joist repairs should be delicately undertaken 
so as to preserve as much plaster and lath as possible. 

● Re-lay brick flooring. 
● Stabilize surviving interior plaster. 
● Restore the windows and doors. If the windows/doors are missing or too badly 

deteriorated, reproductions matching the originals should be fabricated. 
● Repair existing window and door architraves. Where missing or too badly deteriorated to 

retain, new trim should be milled and installed to match the existing. 
● Remove deteriorated weatherboards. 
● Stabilize exterior plaster. 
● Re-chink and daub between planks. 
● Install new weatherboard siding. 

○ ALTERNATIVE: This building retains portions of its original fireplace jambs as 
well as original exterior plaster finishes on the gable end facing the main house. 
It may be desirable to reconstruct this chimney and restore the plaster gable end.  
If this alternative is taken, no weatherboard siding is needed. Planks should be 
finished in accordance with the historic finishes analysis. The chimney and 
exterior finishes on this building are very important for understanding its historic 
relationship to the “big house” and could present valuable interpretive 
opportunities. 

● Landscape around the building. 
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USE AREA 1: MAIN PARKING AREA

- A large portion of the closest parking area would
likely be required as a primary staging area. This
area would be coned off from public use.

- A dumpster and construction pod are
anticipated in the parking area with approximately
three parking spaces for vehicles.

Preliminary Site Plan: Proposed Restoration of the Elkridge Furnace Inn Plank Structures
Patapsco Valley State Park: Project#: 2024DNR280 (August 13, 2024)

PATAPSCO VALLEY
STATE PARK

USE AREA 2: CABIN RESTORATION

- The structural Limits of Construction (LOD) is proposed
at 45'X100', whereby the final LOD will be confirmed
when design plans are prepared.

- Existing access paths would be utilized for the proposed
work. Only a small portion would be closed to the public
(around the structures).

- Temporary or redsigne

!

d paths may be needed.
- Vegetative impacts are noted in the restoration
LOD, including the removal of all vegetation and any
landscaping improvements, including the pond, to clear
the area.

- Material storage would likely be utilized in the LOD,
which would be fenced off for public avoidance (temporary
chainlink fence with interpretive screening or signage).

- Post-work interpretive sigange would be emplaced and
coordinated with DNR, the MPS, the Inn and County.

PRELIMINARY NOTES:
- Both structures will be restored by Preservation Maryland with
selected contractor(s). If, for any reason, restoration of both
structures cannot be accomplished, immediate notification
is required.

- Access must be maintained to the "Wedding Ceremony
Area" (access from the parking area and around the
construction zone is required for Inn services).

- The timeline for construction work will need to be coordinated
with the Inn and DNR as soon as possible (to be determined).

- Inn wedding season is Fall (September to November) and Spring
(March to June) each year, whereby construction work shall
be coordinated in advance to avoid potential conflicts.

- Work times will be 7:00 am to 4:00 pm during standard work
days (Monday through Friday - no weekends).

- Additional modifications to this preliminary plan may be needed,
once design plans are prepared, and shall be coordinated with
the Elkridge Furnace Inn and DNR.

²
0 25 5012.5

Feet

FURNACE AVENUE

1

2

Legend:
Buildings and Outbuildings
1) Proposed Contractor Staging and Use Area - 1,800 SF
2) Proposed Contractor Staging and Use Area - 4,612 SF

! ! ! Elkridge Furnace Inn Lease Area Boundary (7.50 Acres)
Patapsco Valley State Park (Parklands)

kj

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap,
INCREMENT P, NRCan, Esri Japan, METI, Esri
China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri (Thailand),
NGCC, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the
GIS User Community

Wedding
Ceremony Area

ATTACHMENT B - Preliminary Site Plan
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Registration Form

OM8 No. r024-00>«

.. lb

1 91990-
national
REGISTER

This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See Instructions In QuIdtIInn 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A” for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed In the Instructions. For additional space use continuation aheett 
(Form 10-900a). Typo all entries.

1. Name of Property ‘
historic name Elkridge Furnace Complex
other names/site number HO-367

2. Location
street & number 5730 & 5741-5745 Furnace Ave., 5735 Race Road 
city, townElkridge

n/A I not for publication 
N/iJ vicinity

state Maryland code MD county Howard code 027 zip code 21227

3. Classification
Ownership of Property

private [X]
public-local npublic-state upubllc-Federal H

Category of Property 
building(s) 
district 
site
structure 
object

Name of reiated multipie property iisting;
N/A

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

6 ______ buiidings
______ ______ sites
______ ______ structures
______  ______ objects

6 0 Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register 0

4. Stata/Fadaral Agency Cartificatlon

In my opinion, the property [H meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria, dlsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

H nomination CD request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In myqp^ion, th^^perty E meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. Dsee contlnuatlonysheety

Slgd^re of certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

5. National Park Service Certification
I, f^reby, certify that this property is:
[y|entered in the National Register.

I I See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register. □ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

loUiA/1

removed from the National Register, 
other, (explain:)_______________

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use HO-367
Historic Functions (enter categori^ from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwe,lling
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/not in use
DOMESTIC/instltutlofnal housing
COMMERCE/TRADE/office
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/manufacturing facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick
Federal walls brick
Greek Revival

roof asphalt
other wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY;

The Rlkridge Furnace Complex comprises the six remaining 
buildings of an iron furnace which operated from the IRth century 
into the 1860s. Included are a large and refined 2 1/2 story side 
passage double-pile Federal/Greek Revival house, the residence of 
the furnace owner, constructed ca. 1835; a frame dwelling of 
approximately the same date which probably accommodated a manager or 
clerk; a 2 1/2 story, 5-bay center-passage company store and hotel 
or dormitory for furnace workers; two nineteenth century 14' x 16' 
plank outbuildings, possibly slave quarters; and a mid-19th century 
brick duplex worker's dwelling. The complex retains a high degree 
of integrity.

nn See continuation sheet for
GENERAL DESCRIPTION
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet

OMI /toprovi/ No. 10HO01B

MAR I 9 1990

Section number Page

Elkridge Furnace Complex 
Howard County, Maryland

HO-367

7.1

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

Owner's Residence, ca. 1835

Located on the north side of Furnace Avenue, between the road and the 
Patapsco River, the main house is a large 2 1/2 story brick side-passage 
double-pile dwelling with a two story kitchen wing. The principal (south) 
facade is laid in Flemish bond with extremely fine mortar joints and gauged 
brick jack arches. The south facade is three bays wide, with the entrance in 
the east bay. This entrance features fine transitional Federal-Green Revival 
detailing, and consists of double leaf doors with five panels each, flanked by 
narrow sidelights within a broad architrave. The door panels are recessed 
with Grecian ovolo panel molds. The sidelights have oval leaded tracery. 
The architrave is unmolded, except for a heavy Grecian ovolo at the edge of 
the jamb; the strips between the jamb and sidelights terminate in faceted 
corner blocks.

The other openings on both the first and second stories hold large 6/6 
sash windows with half-round molded frames and wooden sills. A Colonial 
Revival porch with turned columns spans the facade; beneath the porch, 8-pane 
cellar windows with early iron bars are aligned below the first-floor window 
openings.

A two-course corbeled cornice marks the eave. The gable roof has a 
prominent overhang, probably the result of a Victorian period renovation; the 
roof framing, however, appears to remain unaltered. A late-19th-century
clipped-gable dormer is centered on the south slope just above the eave; the 
triangular space under the shallow pitched dormer is sheathed in German siding 
with a central 6/6 sash.

Brick interior chimney stacks with corbeled caps; emerge from the roof 
about midway up the south and north slopes. Their location, offset to the 
east of center, reflects the unusual placement of the fireplaces against the 
masonry partition wall between the stair passage and the principal rooms; a 
more typical arrangement would locate the fireplaces against the gable end 
wall.

The west elevation, like all the other walls of the house, is laid in 
5-course bond. The west gable is four bays wide, with two large 6/6 windows 
to the north of center and one to the south; the southernmost bay is 
unfenestrated. This pattern characterizes both the first and second stories. 
Eight-pane cellar windows are aligned below the first-floor openings; the 
northernmost window is closed with a pair of batten shutters hung on strap 
hinges, and the others have early iron bars. All openings have plain (i.e., 
not gauged) jack arches; window frames have a half-round profile and wooden 
sills.

See Continuation Sheet No 7/2
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A large semicircular window is centered in the upper gable, comprising 
a 6/6 sash flanked by fixed multipane lunettes set in an arched openings. The 
peak of the gable overhang is clipped.

The north slope of the roof has a single gable-roofed dormer with 6/6 
sash located to the west of center.

A two-story, three bay kitchen wing extends to the north. Its west 
wall is flush with the west gable of the main house, and the brickwork appears 
to be continuous. Indicating a single period of construction. On the first 
story, a transomed entrance is located slightly south of center, flanked on 
either side by 6/6 windows. A Victorian one-bay shed-roofed porch sheltered 
the entrance until recently; a flight of four granite steps to a granite deck 
remain. A bulkhead entrance in the south bay provides access to the cellar, 
lighted by an 8-pane window in the north bay. First floor and cellar level 
openings have jack arches. Three 6/6 windows are ranged across the second 
story, below a two-course corbeled cornice. The west slope of the gable roof 
has two gabled dormers with 6/6 sash; Grecian ovolo-plus-fillet molding 
decorates their eaves and rake, with short returns on the front.

The north gable wall of the kitchen is unfenestrated. A two-story 
gallery comprises the eastern third of this elevation, recessed within the 
unbroken pitch of the roof. The triangular area above the ceiling of the 
gallery is enclosed with plain weatherboards. Beaded, tapered rakeboards 
follow the slope; an interior chimney with corbeled cap rises from the peak of 
the gable.

The east elevation of the kitchen wing is spanned by the gallery 
mentioned above. At the first-floor level, this porch has turned columns 
which appear early, and a recently rebuilt brick deck; on the upper level, 
there is a balustrade with rectangular balusters and an oval-section rail; the 
porch posts are square up to the handrail, and turned above it. There is a 
board ceiling on the first level, while the gallery ceiling is finished with 
plaster. Under the porch, in the east elevation, there is a transomed kitchen 
entrance flanked by 6/6 windows on the first level, and two doors on the 
second level providing independent access from the second-floor passage and 
chamber, with a 6/6 window in the north bay. Early louvered shutters survive 
in this protected location. Entrances at the south end of the porch provide 
access to and from the main house on both levels. A gabled dormer is located 
to the north of center on the east slope of the roof.

The north elevation of the main house is entirely covered by the 
kitchen wing and integral gallery. One corbel course is just visible at 
cornice level above the roof of the wing, but the Victorian eave overhang 
conceals most of this treatment.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/3
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The east gable of the main house has two barred cellar windows. 
Entrances with six-panel doors are offset to the south of center on both the 
first and second stories; although both of these entrances are well above 
ground level, there is no readily obseirvable evidence of a former porch or 
stair or porch serving them. On the second story, a 6/6 window located to the 
right of the door lights the stair passage; there is a pair of smaller 6/6 
windows in the gable peak. The clipped gable overhang seen on the west 
elevation is repeated on this side.

The interior is organized in a side passage plan, with the passage 
running the depth of the house along the east side, and two equal sized rooms 
opening o9ff the passage on the west.

The first floor is characterized by an extremely high level of 
refinement in decorative detailing, reflecting transitional Federal-Greek 
Revival influence. The stair passage is the most elaborately decorated public 
space, and sets the tone for the rooms which open off it. Six-panel doors 
have shallow-fielded panels with Grecian-ovolo-plus-fillet panel molds, and 
are framed by complex symmetrically molded architraves with corner blocks 
enriched by an unusual four-leaf foliated motif in full relief. A heavy 
plaster cornice Incorporating several classical molding profiles encircles the 
passage; around the ceiling within the cornice,the architrave molding and 
corner blocks repeated in plaster. Plaster molding divides the ceiling into 
three panels, each with a circular medallion with profiles derived from the 
cornice molding; the central medallion is larger and features an elaborate 
grapevine motif. The stepped baseboard is capped by a double Grecian ovolo 
and fillet.

The two-run stair rises against the east wall. Slender tapered tiger 
maple balusters carry an oval-section walnut handrail which ends in a scroll 
at the "squirrel cage" newel.

The step ends are decorated with scrollwork, and the area under the 
carriage is paneled, with panel profiles and molds matching those found in the 
doors. At the north end of the passage, an original louvered door under the 
stair landing opens into a small vestibule affording communication between the 
dining room, cellar, and porch. It is noteworthy that the corner blocks in 
this small service area are plain, lacking the foliated element.

The south parlor and north dining room exhibit a level of finish 
consistent with that established in the passage . Architrave and baseboard 
trim are identical, and the plaster cornice and ceiling treatments are also 
the same except that these rooms have a single central medallion without the 
grapevine motif. Large 6/6 windows are set in splayed jambs with a heavy bead 
at the edge; the area below each window has a single horizontal panel matching 
the door panels. A pair of large double leaf doors with eight panels each is 
centered in the partition separating these two rooms.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/4
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The parlor and dining room are heated by fireplaces with Classical 
mantels of black marble. As noted above, these interior fireplaces are backed 
up against the east wall of these rooms, i.e. the partition separating them 
from the passage, a highly unusual configuration.

A door in the west corner of the north wall of the dining room opens 
into a large pantry, through which access is gained to the kitchen. The north 
gable wall of the kitchen is dominated by a large cooking fireplace which 
retains an early iron crane. To the left of the fireplace, original built-in 
cabinets occupy the area between the chimney breast and the west wall.

The south wall of the kitchen is a board partition with three doors+
to a closet on the east, a winder stair in the approximate center, and the 
pantry on the west.

The winder stair rises from the kitchen to a small cross—passage, with 
a door to the upper level of the gallery at Its east end and a a modern 
bathroom Inserted at the west end. A chamber over the kitchen opens off the 
north side of the passage. This room is heated by a fireplace in the north 
gable wall. An elaborate Greek Revival mantel, with eymmetrically molded 
pilasters supporting a paneled frieze and complex-molded shelf, framing an 
outstanding iron fireplace Insert bearing the mark of Ellicott's Elkridge 
Furnace. Original closets flank the fireplace (the one to the left has been 
enlarged); the Interior plaster shows evidence of original shelving.

The main stair rises to a broad landing which has a 
wall opening onto the upper level of the gallery. The 
continues to the second-floor passage, which is lighted by a 
west wall; next to this window, there is a door opening 
although there is no evidence on the exterior of the former 
this door would have served, nor in fact of any provision 
which may have been intended but not realized. The 
decorative detailing consistent with that of the first floor.

door in the north 
stair turns and 

6/6 window in the 
to the outside, 

porch or gallery 
for such a porch 
passage features

Two chambers open off the passage to the west, and there is another 
small room at the south end of the passage. The chambers are heated by 
fireplaces with Greek Revival influenced mantels, comprising columns 
supporting bulls-eye side blocks flanking a symmetrically molded frieze and 
complex molded shelf. The architrave and baseboard trim is similar to that 
downstairs, but slightly simplified; the corner blocks have bull's eyes, not 
foliated motifs, and the baseboard profile lacks one element. The small 
unheated room at the end of the passage has a 3-pane transom over the door, 
and a shallow built-in cabinet has narrow double-leaf doors.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/5
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The half-story of the main block contains four small, simply finished 
rooms. Two of these have fireplaces with backhand surrounds and molded 
shelves; the other two are unheated. There are two unheated rooms in the 
half-story of the kitchen wing.

Company Store and Hotel or Dormitory, 2nd quarter 19th Century

Abutting the main house on the east is a 2 1/ story, five-bay, gable 
roofed building constructed of brick laid in 5-course bond. This building is 
labeled "store" on Martenet's 1860 map, and was probably constructed in the 
second quarter of the 19th century. The south facade, facing Furnace Avenue, 
has a central entrance with a (replacement) door framed by narrow panels and 
surmounted by a transom. A heavy twisted iron bar runs across the transom. 
The entrance is flanked by pairs of 6/6 windows in half-round molded frames, 
with jack arch lintels and wooden sills. A hipped porch spans the three 
center bays. Five 6/6 windows are ranged across the second story. The eaves 
are finished with a box cornice with a cove crown mold, cove-and-bead bed 
mold, and a plain fascia.

The main house adjoins the west gable end of this building about 
two-thirds of the way back. There is a single 6/6 window centrally located at 
both second floor and attic level. A corbeled interior end chimney, is set 
back to the north of the ridge.

The north elevation, oriented to the Patapsco River, is similar to the 
south facade, with a transomed entrance in the central bay flanked on either 
side by two 6/6 windows. The first-floor windows retain flat-paneled shutters 
with the unusual feature of iron strap reinforcements across the inner face of 
the lower panels, and hardware for barring them from Inside. This feature, 
and the iron bar across the south transom, reflect a concern with security 
consistent with the building's commercial use.

The east gable elevation has a small transomed entrance in the north 
corner, and bulkhead at the south end. The bulkhead retains its original 
beaded batten doors in a beaded surround behind a later granite structure with 
steel doors. There is evidence that a small gable-roofed addition formerly 
existed against the northern half of this elevation. The uppers stories each 
have a centered 6/6 window, and an interior end chimney is offset to the north 
of the ridge.

The interior is laid out in a center passage plan, with two 
unequal-sized rooms on either side. The winder stair near the north end of 
the passage is the result of a post-Victorian reorientation; evidence suggests 
that the original stair ran in a steep, straight flight from just inside the 
north door.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/6
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The partition which formerly separated the southeast and northeast 
rooms has been removed, but its location is apparent on the ceiling joists. 
The northeast room was the smaller of the two, and had a plastered ceiling. 
This room was heated (the fireplace mantel has been lost) and finished with 
symmetrically-molded architrave trim with bull's-eye corner blocks. This room 
was accessible both through the center passage, and also by means of an 
independent entrance from outside, located in the east gable wall facing the 
furnace.

The southeast room was considerably larger and less finely detailed. 
This room was unheated, and the ceiling joists were left exposed with beaded 
edges. Window and door frames in this room (and in the two western 
first-floor rooms as well as the south end of the passage) have simple 
double-half-round trim.

Two rooms open off the west side of the passage. As on the east side, 
the northwest room is heated while the southwest room is not. It appears that 
these two rooms did not originally communicate with one another. The 
northwest room has a doorway to the main house in the west gable wall.

Architectural evidence suggests that the buildings's primary 
orientation was to the north, toward the river. The north end of the passage 
has more formal detailing than the south end, and the stair originally rose 
from just inside the north door. The small northwest room is the most 
carefully finished of the four rooms on the first floor; its level of finish, 
and the independent entrance, suggest that this room functioned as a public 
space, perhaps an office. The unheated south rooms may have held merchandise, 
and the northwest room — heated and communicating directly with the main 
house — may have served as a counting room.

The upper stories contain sleeping chambers. Local tradition holds 
that the building functioned as a hotel; this may be correct, but a dormitory 
for furnace workers would be an equally likely Interpretation. On the second 
story, the two north rooms are larger than the south rooms, and feature 
fireplaces with Greek Revival mantels, symmetrical architrave trim with 
bull's-eye corner blocks, and beaded baseboards. The three south rooms are 
unheated, and have double-half-round trim and plain baseboards. The two 
unheated rooms in the half-story have peg rails in addition to woodwork like 
that of the second floor south rooms. The west attic room retains a beaded 
batten door.
Plank Outbuildings (2), Nineteenth Century

Northwest of the house are two 14' x 16' one-story gable-roofed 
outbuildings, of dovetailed plank construction on stone foundations. The one 
just west of the kitchen wing has a two-bay facade, with a beaded-batten door 
in a beaded frame in its left bay and a 6/6 window to the right, closed with a 
batten shutter. The west gable is unfenestrated. The north elevation has a

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/7
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single 6/6 window opening, approximately centered, with a batten shutter. An 
exterior chimney stack formerly rose against the east gable; to the right of 
the chimney location, a small batten door, probably reached by a ladder, 
affords the only access to the loft. The building is sheathed in circu­
lar-sawn weatherboards, secured with machine nails. Where this siding has 
been removed, as on the south elevation, traces of whitewash and red paint 
remain on the planks; the east gable, facing the kitchen, retains evidence of 
an early exterior finish of smooth plaster. The building is constructed of 
pitsawn planks which were evidently reused, as they exhibit■numerous plugged 
one-inch holes at approximately regular intervals,as well as several open 
mortises distributed at random.

The interior of this building is finished with plaster over riven lath 
secured with machine nails. The floor is excavated to about a foot below 
grade and paved with brick. The remains of a large brick fireplace are 
centered on the east wall, flanked by brick facing up to about waist height. 
Window and door frames are finished with a narrow band of molding primarily 
federal in character. Several carved hanging pegs are placed in various 
locations around the room. There is no evidence of interior access to the 
loft, which is also plastered.

The other outbuilding, located about AO* to the west, is identical in 
form and construction but exhibits a much lower degree of interior finish. 
Here the floor is dirt, the walls and ceiling merely whitewashed, and there is 
no evidence of decorative architrave trim. A crude stair is located in the 
northwest corner; although this is clearly a modern stair, the header is 
mortised into the top gable plank and celling joists in such a way as to 
suggest it is in an original location. In the loft, the gable studs are 
tenoned into the top plank and toe-nailed against the end rafters with machine 
nails. A squarish A-pane window is offset to the south in the east gable; a 
small door is centered in the west gable. The common rafters are hewn from 
reused timber; some are lapped at the ridge but an equal number are mitered, 
and there is no discernable pattern to the distribution of the two types.

Manager or Clerk's House, ca. 1835

Opposite the main house at 5730 Furnace Avenue is a 2 1/2 story 
gable-roofed frame side-passage single pile dwelling with an original kitchen 
ell. This building is sheathed in wide weatherboards, and features a small 
pedimented portico over its transomed entrance. The interior retains the 
majority of its original decorative detailing, which reflects a period and 
stylistic Influences consistent with that of the main house, albeit on a 
lesser scale. It is a reasonable assumption that this house accommodated a 
manager or clerk associated with the furnace operations in the second quarter 
of the 19th century.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/8
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Brick Duplex, mid 19th Century

South of the furnace site, at 5730 Race Road, stands a two-story brick 
duplex with a low-pitched gable roof, which presumably housed furnace workers 
in the mid-19th century. This building has been extensively altered with the 
conversion to a single family dwelling in the early 20th century, and more 
recently by the application of blue synthetic siding, but nevertheless retains 
sufficient integrity of form, materials, and location to reflect its 
association with the manufacturing complex.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7.9
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally

Applicable National Register Criteria @ A 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) O A

] statewide

]b ^C □□ 

iB nc no

locally

]f Dg

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Architecture________________________
Industry

Period of Significance
c,1835 -1868

Significant Dates
N/A________

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY:

The Elkridge Furnace Complex is significant for the 
architectural character of some of its buildings and for its 
association with the iron industry in nineteenth century Maryland. 
Architecturally, the owner's residence is an unusually sophisticated 
example of a second-quarter nineteenth century house for then-rural 
Howard County. Characterized by refined Federa1-Greek Revival 
woodwork, the house has an unusual interior chimney placement, 
ornate ceiling plaster work, double doors between the first floor 
parlors, and stone mantels. Adding to architectural significance 
are two buildings of dovetailed plank construction. These buildings 
are rare examples of a form of construction once believed to be 
relatively common. Historically, the Elkridge Eurnace Complex adds 
to our knowledge of the iron industry. The complex buildings 
reflect domestic aspects of the managers and workers plus insights 
into the commercial aspect. Of particular note is the company store 
and hotel dormitory. This building with its high degree of 
integrity of plan and features permits inferences regarding the 
building's functions. Especially noteworthy are the early security 
devices and the hierarchy of finishes reflecting the status of 
various rooms. The only approximately comparable building known in 
the state is the Harford Furnace Store in Harford County which has 
been extensively altered.

[3nSee continuation sheet for

HISTORIC CONTEXT and MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN data.
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H See continuation sheet
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H See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheets No. 10.1, 10.2, 10.3

Boundary Justification nominated property consists of the three detached parcels upon
which the historic resource stand. The surrounding parcels are characterized 
by mostly twentieth century houses and commercial buildings - all non-furnace 
associated - many of which have been or will be demolished. Areas along the 
river are now Howard County park land.

ISee continuation sheet
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HISTORIC CONTEXT;

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Period(s):

Agricultural/Industrial Transition A. D. 1815-1870

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s):

Architecture/Landscape Architecture/Community Planning 

Economic (Commercial and Industrial)

Resource Type:

Category: buildings

Historic Environment: rural

Historic Function(s) and Use(s):

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

DOMESTIC/institutional housing 

COMMERCE/TRADE/office

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/manufacturing facility

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.2
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HISTORIC CONTEXT;

The tract of which the land associated with the Elkridge 
Furnace Complex is a part was originally surveyed by Robert Hughes 
and resurveyed by James McCubbin in 1744. McCubbins' property was 
incorporated into a 1730-acre tract known as "Walker's Inheritance" 
through a resurvey by Dr. James Walker in 1744. Elkridge Furnace 
was established by Caleb Dorsey, who bought a portion of the Walker 
property at an unknov/n date. By 1768 the furnace required
rebuilding, which was accomplished by a Dr. Howard.

The property changed hands many times into the first quarter of 
the 19th century. By 1820, the furnace was operated by John and 
Andrew Ellicott. The Ellicotts rebuilt the furnace to a much larger 
capacity, enabling them to produce 16,000 tons of pig iron in 1B26. 
In 1836, the Ellicotts purchased the complex from Nehemiah Rowles. 
The furnace continued to be operated by Jonathan Ellicott and Sons 
until 1854 when Henry William Ellicott sold the property to Robert 
Howard.

The buildings comprising the present Elkridge Furnace Complex
the Ellicotts' tenure, 
construction technology 
manager's dwelling and 

a fairly close time frame

were in all likelihood constructed during 
Stylistic features in conjunction with 
suggest that the main house, outbuildings, 
store/dormitory were all built within 
centered on the mid-1830s.

Robert Hov/ard sold the property to the Great Falls Iron Company 
in 1858 for $71,000. The transaction included "all personal 
property of Robert Howard. . .horses, mules, oxen, wagons and carts, 
hay, straw, grain, feed, manure and farming utensils, furnace tools, 
fixtures and machinery, engine and boilers, baskets and barrows with 
materials for the manufacture of iron ore, coal, wood, shells. Fire 
brick, old iron, iron pipe, patterns, flasks, etc. and the stack of 
good wares and merchandise in the store of the said Howard at 
Elkridge Landing": (Deed of 25 Jan., 1858 - liber 19, folio 132). 
Martenet's 1860 map of Howard County shows the complex as a dozen or 
more buildings along Furnace Avenue to the west and are indicated as 
belonging to the Great Falls Iron Company. These buildings, 
probably workers' houses, have not survived.

The Patapsco River flooded in 1868, destroying the furnace. 
The property passed to Robert H. Brown in 1887. Brown was probably 
responsible for the Victorian alterations to the main house which 
included the Furness-inspired clipped dormer and gable eaves.

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.3
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Brown sold the property to Joseph Toomey, Jr. in 1904; it 
remained in the Toomey family until 1971, when it was sold to Irwin 
Lowe. The property was acquired by the State of Maryland in the 
1980s.
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BEOIJmiNO FOR THE First on the East side of the Elkridge Road at the Southeast 
corner of a lot conveyed by Robert H. Brown and his wife, to Joseph H. Tooaey and 
wife by Deed dated December 21, 1904 and recorded aoong the Land Records of 
Howard County in Liber WVLC 80, folio 229, thence running along the East side of 
said road South 51 1/4 degrees East 18.95 perches to a fence corner, thence along 
said fence North 53 degrees East 16 perches to the Southwest bank of the Patapsco 
River thence along the water of said river North 47 degrees West 23 3/4 perches 
to the end of the second line of said parcel from Robert H. Brown and his wife to 
Joseph H. Toomey and his wife, thence reversing said line South 36 degrees West 
17 perches to the place of beginning containing therein 2.2 acres of land more or 
leas. The improveoentfl thereon being now known as 5741-45 Furnace Avenue.

Being the same lot of ground which by Deed dated July 13, 1987 and recorded among 
the Land Records of Howard County, Maryland in Liber 1705 Folio 156, was granted 
and conveyed by Irwin Lowe and Patsy A. Lowe, his wife to the Grantors herein.

BEGINNING FOR THE Second at an iron pipe heretofore set on the south edge of the 
country road known as Race Road, the said point baing at 184.42 feet on the 
second or south 59-1/2 West 36.3 perches line of that land, the land herein 
described being a part thereof, which by deed dated February 27, 1906 and 
recorded among the Land Records of Howard County in Liber No. 81, folio 561, 
etc., was granted and conveyed by March M. Dempster to Jamea N. Fitrgerald and 
Lizzie V. Fitzgerald, his wife, and running with the said road and reversely with 
a part of the said second line to the origin thereof, as now surveyed; (1) North 
63 degrees, 19 minutes 36 seconds East 184.42 feet to a stone heretofore sat, 
thence leaving the said road and running reversely with the first and sixth lines 
of the said land, (2) South 35 degrees 23 minutes 24 seconds East 364.63 feet,
(3) South 80 degrees 49 minutes 36 seconds West 48.50 feet to the northeastern 
and of that land, which by dead dated May 26, 1970 and recorded among the said 
Land Records in Liber No. 533, folio 42, etc., was granted and conveyed by Marie 
Fitzgerald to Howard County (Department of Sewers) and running reversely with the 
tenth or South 45 degrees 20 minutes 48 seconds East 5.58 foot line of the said 
land; (4) North 35 degrees 58 minutes 42 seconds West 5.58 feet, thence running 
reversely with the ninth, eighth and a part of the seventh lines of the said 
conveyance to Howard County, thence with a curve to the left; (5) RADIUS - 230.00 
feet subtended by the Chord: South 71 degrees 17 minutes 57 seconds West 71.74
feet, (6) South 62 degrees 19 minutes 36 seconds West 60.93 feet to a point on a 
straight line projection of the second or South 35 degrees 25 minutes 24 seconds 
East 320.11 foot line of that line, which by deed dated April 22, 1971 and 
recorded among the said Land Records in Liber No. 556, folio 40, etc., was 
gripntad and conveyed by Maria I. Fitzgerald to Tilden 0. Yancy and Rosetta M. 
Yaocy, his wife, thence running reversely with the said projection in combination 
with the said second line of the said conveyance to Yancy; (7) North 35 degrees 
25 minutes 24 seconds West 332.21 feet to the point of beginning, containing 
2.265 acres of land, more or less. The improvements thereon being known and 
designated as 5735 Race Road.

See Continuation Sheet No. 10.2
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This parcel of land is also shown on Minor Subdivision Plat No. MOSO 71, folio 
12, filed in the Office of Planning and Zoning for Howard County, Maryland.

Being the same lot of ground which by Deed dated April 15, 1987 and recorded 
among the Land Records of Howard County in Liber 1637 Folio 598 was granted and 
conveyed by Richard L. Spltrnogle and Katherine A. Spitznogle, his wife to tbs 
grantors herein.

BEGINNING FOR THE Third on the West side of Furnace Road at the end of a line 
drawn South 23 degrees 30 lainutes West 50.16 feet from a stone at the beginning 

‘-of the land described in the dead dated December 21, 1904 and recorded among the 
Land Records of Howard County in Liber W.W.L.C. No. 80, Folio 229. etc., from 
Robert H. Brown and others to Joseph H. Toomey, Jr. and wife, said point of 
beginning being also the beginning of a lot of ground conveyed on the 27th day of 
February 1906, by Mary M. Dempster to the said Joseph H. Toomey, Jr. and wife, 
and recorded among the land records of Howard County and running thence south 49 
degrees 15 minutes East 120 feet, thence South 40 degrees 45 minutes west 247.57 
feet, thence North 30 degrees 15 minutes West 126.91 feet to a stone, thence 
North 49 degrees 15 minutes West 115.50 feet thence North 40 degrees 45 minutes 
East 199.65 feet, thence South 52 degrees 31 minutes East 115.69 feet to the 
place of beginning, containing 1.163 acres of land, more or less.

Being the same lot of ground which by deeds dated July 15, 1987 and recorded 
among the Land Records of Howard County in Liber 1702 Folio 186 and Liber 1702 
Folio 474 was granted and conveyed by Roy A. Bauman County, Inc. to the grantors 
herein.

BEING the same land which by Deed dated October 17, 1918 and recorded among the 
Land Records of Howard County in Liber H.B.N. 106, Folio 159, was granted and 
conveyed by John Pitzinger and wife to Lewis c. Tomaey and Fannie L. Tommey, his 
wife.

SAVING AND EXCEPTING therefrom all that lot of ground devised by Barbara Ellen 
Toomey to her daughter, Helen Lucy Tommey, by Item 1, Paragraph B of her Last 
Will and Testament, recorded in Wills Liber R.D. 6 at Folio 376.

BEING also all that lot devised to Lewis C. Toomey by his mother, Barbara Ellen 
Toomey, by Item 2, Paragraph A of her Last Will and Testament dated July 3, 1923 
and duly admitted to probate by the Orphan's Court of Howard County in the Office 
of the Register of Wills in Wills Liber R.D. 6 it Folio 376.

BEING also a part of that property which by deed dated September 1, 1955 and 
recorded among the Land Records of Howard County in Liber R.K.M. 273, Folio 138, 
was granted and conveyed by Daniel M. Hurray, Jr. and Marshall Hunter Murray, his 
wife, to Lewis C. Tommey and Frances L. Toomey, his wife.

See Continuation Sheet No. 10.3
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The aaid Lavie C Tocaey dsp^rtsd thia Liia on or about January 19, 1961 ovning 
said paroela of land as a tenant by the entirety vith Frincea L Tooney.

BEING also all that parcel of ground vhicb by dead dated April 23, 196B and
of Hovrard County in Liber V.H.V. 486, Folio 785,

r"n?L
The said Frances L. Tooaay departed this life intestate on Noveabar 2. 1968, 
leaving as her only heir at law the said Lewis C. Tooaey, Jr., the Grantor

BEING all those parcel of ground which by Deed datad October 3, 1973 and recorded 
aaong the Land Records of Howard County in Liber C.K.P. No. 656, Folio 110, was 
granted and conveyed by Lewis C. Tooney, Jr, to Roy a Bauman Co Inc
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William Donald Schaefer 

Gauemor

Jacqueline H. Rogen 
Secretary, DHCD

14 March 1968

Richard N. Trainer, Secretary 
Department of Transportation 
P. 0. Box 8755 
B.W.I. Airport 
Baltimore, Maryland 21240

Re: Elkridge Furnace Complex
Elkridge, Howard County

Dear Secretary-xTainor;

The above-referenced property will be considered by the Governor's Consulting 
Committee for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places on Monday, 18 
April 1988. The National Register is the official list of historic properties 
recognized by the Federal Government as worthy of preservation for their signifi­
cance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and cultiwe. In 
Maryland, the ncmination process is administered by the Maryland Historical Trust. 
Enclosed is a copy of the criteria under >hich properties are evaluated for listing. 
The meeting will be held in the Calvert Room of the State Ho\ise, Annapolis, 
Maryland, beginning at 10:00 a.m. You are welcome to attend this meeting.

Listing in the National Register results in the following for historic properties.

1. Consideration in planning for Federal, federally or state funded, licensed and 
assisted projects. Federal and state legislation requires that Federal agencies 
allow the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and state agencies, the 
Maryland Historical Trust, opportunity to comment on all projects affecting 
historic properties listed in the National Register. For further information 
please refer to Section 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 800 and Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 et seq. or the Preservation Assistance 
Division of the Maryland Historical Trust at (30l) 974-4450.

2. Eligibility for Federal tax provisions: If a property is listed in the National
Reg^ter, certain Federal tax provisions may apply" The Tax Reform Act of 1986 
revises the historic preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment Extension Act 
of 1980, the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, and Tax Reform Act of 1984, and 
as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a 
full adjustment to basis for rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and 
rental residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent Investment 
Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitation of older commercial buildings are combined 
into a single 10 percent ITC for commercial or industrial buildings built before
1936.

9t of Houlios /and Gxmsunitv DeviDepartment d Homing /and Gxnmunity Development 
Shaw Home, 21 Slate Grele, Annapolir, Maryland 21401 (301) 974-2212, 974-2438 

Temporary Addresa: Arnold Village Prolesiioaal Center, 1517 Ritchie Hi^way, Arnold, Maryland 21012
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The Tax Treatment Extension Act of I960 provides Federal tax deductions for 
charitable contributions for conservation purposes of partial interests in 
historically important land areas or structures, \7hether these provisions are 
advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances 
of the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above are complex, 
individuals should consult legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal 
Revenue Service office for assistance in determining the tax consequences of the 
above provisions. For further information on certification requirements, please 
refer to 36 CFR 67 or the Preservation Assistance Division of the Maryland 
Historical Trust at (301) 974-4450.

3. Eligibility for a Maryland income tax benefit for the preservation of 
owner-occupied historic residential buildings. For further infonnation, contact 
the Preservation Assistance Division of the Maryland Historical Trust at (301) 
974-4450.

4. Consideration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface coal mining 
permit where coal is located; in accord with the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977, there must be consideration of historic values in the 
decision to issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For 
further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.

5. Eligibility to apply for federal and state grants and state low interest loans 
for historic preservation projects. To determine the present status of such grants and lo^, contact the Preservation Assistance Division of the Maryland 
Historical Trust at (301) 974-4450.

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register have an opportunity 
to concur in or object to listing in accord with the National Historic Preservation 
Act and 36 CFR 60. Any owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to 
object to listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer a notarized 
statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private 
property and objects to the listing. Each owner or partial owner of private 
property has one vote regardless of what portion of the property that party owns. If 
a majority of private property owners object, a property will not be listed; 
however, the State Historic Preservation Officer shall submit the nomination to the 
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places for a determination of 
eligibility of the property for listing in the National Register. If the property 
is determined to be eligible for listing, althou^ not formally listed. Federal 
agencies will be required to allow the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and 
stete agencies, the ^kryland Historical Trust, an opportunity to comment before the 
agency may fund, license, or assist a project which will affect the property. If 
you choose to object to the listing of your property, the notarized objection must 
be submitted to J. Rodney Little, State Historic Preservation Officer, Maryland Historical Trust, 1517 Ritchie Hi^way, Arnold, Maryland 21012, by the date of the 

meeting given above.
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Listing in the National Register does NOT mean that the Federal Government or the 
State of Maryland wants to acquire the property, place restrictions on the property, 
or dictate the color or materials used on individual buildings. Local ordinances or 
laws establishing restrictive zoning, special design review committees, or review of 
ejcterior alterations, are not a part of the National Register program. Listing also 
does NOT require the owner to preserve or maintain the property or seek approval of 
the Federal Government or the state of Maryland to alter the property. Unless the 
owner applies for and accepts special Federal or state tax, licensing, or funding 
benefits, the owner can do anything with his property he wishes so long as it is 
permitted by state or local law.

If you wish to comment on whether the property should be nominated to the National 
Register, please send your comments to J. Rodney Little, State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Cattention: Ronald L. Andrews) before the Governor’s Consulting Committee 
considers the nomination. A copy of the nomination, regulations and information on 
the National Register and Federal and State tax provisions are available from the 
Trust. If you have questions about this nomination, please contact Ronald L. 
Andrews, National Register Administrator of the fferyland Historical Trust at (301) 
974-2438.

Sincerely,

J. Rodney Little
State Historic Preservation Officer

JRL/RLA/pc

Enclosure: Criteria Sheet

cc: Mrs. Mary Louise Gramkow
Mr. Ed Shull
Elizabeth Bobo, Howard County Executive 
C. Vernon Gray, Chairman, Howard County Council 
David Muser, SHA Property ffenagement 
State Clearinghouse
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20 April 1988

The Hon. Richard N. Trainer 
Secretary
Department of Transportation 
P. 0. Box 8755
B.W.I. International Airport 21240

Re: Elkridge Furnace Complex (HO-367)
Howard County

Dear Secretary Trainor:

The above referenced property was considered by the Governor's Consulting 
Committee for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places on 
18 April 1988. The Committee recommends nomination of the property. The next 
step in the process involves final preparation of the application materials by 
the Trust for submission to the National Register office in Washington. You 
will be advised in writing of the decision of the National Register on the 
nomination.

RLA/pc

Sincerely,

Ronald L. Andrews
National Register Administrator

cc: Mrs. Mary Louise Gramkow
Mr. Ed Shull 
Mr. David Muser 
Hon. C. Vernon Gray 
Hon. Elizabeth Bobo
State Clearinghouse No. MD880322-0220

Department of Housing /and Cooununity Development 
Shaw House. 21 State Circle. Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (301) 974-2212, 974-2438 

Tonporary Address: Arnold Village Professional Center, 1517 Ritchie Hi^way, Arnold, Marylaod 21012



m

WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER 
GOVERNOR

m ^MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PLANNING

301 W. PRESTON STREET 
BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 21201-2365

April 29, 1988

RECEIVED
con^AXce3_ieK6S

SECRETARY

MARYLAND HISTORICAL 
TRUST

Mr. J. Rodney Little 
Maryland Historical Trust 
Village Professional Center 
1517 Ritchie Highway 
Arnold, Maryland 21012

SUBJECT: REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION

State Application Identifier; MD880322-0220 

Applicant: MHT
Description: Historic Nomination - Elkridge Furnace Complex
Location: Howard County
Approving Authority; DOI
CFDA Number; 15.914
Recommendation: Endorsement

Dear Mr. Little:

In accordance with Presidential Executive Order 12372 and Code of Maryland 
Regulation 16.02.03, the State Clearinghouse has coordinated the intergovern­
mental review of the referenced subject. As a result of the review, it has 
been determined that the subject is consistent with Maryland's plans, programs 
and objectives as of this date. The State process recommendation is 
endorsement.

All directly affected State and local public officials were provided notice of 
the subject. Review comments were requested from the following local jurisdic­
tions and regional and State agencies:

Howard County, Regional Planning Council, Department of Housing and Community 
Development including the Maryland Historical Trust, Department of Natural 
Resources including the Coastal Zone Division, Department of Transportation and 
the Department of State Planning.

TELEPHONE; 301-225-4490 
TTY for Deaf: 301-383-7555 
OFFICE OF STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
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Mr. J. Rodney Little 
Page 2
April 29, 1988

In response to the review request, this letter constitutes the State process 
recommendation. The State Clearinghouse must be kept informed if the 
recommendation cannot be accommodated by the federal approving authority. The 
Clearinghouse recommendation is valid for a period of three years from the date 
of this letter. If the approving authority has not made a decision regarding 
the subject within that time period, information should be submitted to the 
Clearinghouse requesting a review update.

We appreciate your attention to the intergovernmental review process and look 
forward to continued cooperation.

Sincerely,

Director, Maryland State Clearinghouse 
for Intergovernmental Assistance

GWH:SB:scl

Bruce Gilmore - DNR 
Shelala Moskow - DHCD 
Clyde Pyers - MOOT 
Daryl Rawlings - RPC (88056) 
Roland English - DSP
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lJ
Ms. Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
P. O. Box 37127
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

re; Elkridge Furnace Complex 
Howard County, Maryland

Dear Carol:

Enclosed is documentation for nominating the Elkridge Furnace 
Complex to the National Register of Historic Places. Both the 
owner (State of Maryland) and the state review board concur with my 
recommendation for listing. Should you have guestions in this 
matter, please contact Ron Andrews at 301-974-5000.

Sincerely,

J. Rodney Little
State Historic Preservation Officer

JRL/RLA/pc
Enclosures NR form & 15 continuation sheets 

1 uses map 
19 5x7 b/w prints 

Correspondence;
Little to Trainor, 3/14/88 
Andrews to Trainor, 4/20/88 
Hager to Little, 4/29/88

cc; State Clearinghouse No.MD880322-0220 
Mr. Ross Kimmel

t of Housing /and Community DeDepartment of Housing /and Community Development 
Shaw House, 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (301) 974-5000
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I..J William Donald Schaefer 
Gooemor

Jacqueline H. Rogers 
Secretary, DHCD

TRUST
15 May 1990

Ms. Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
P. 0. Box 37127
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

re: Elkridge Furnace Complex
Howard County, Maryland

Dear Carol:

Enclosed is the resubmission of the Elkridge Furnace Complex 
nomination. Both the state review board and the owners concur with 
my recommendation for listing. The problem with the period of 
significance which caused the return has been corrected. As 
the nomination has already been published in the Federal Register, 
could you please expedite the listing. Should you have questions in 
this matter, please contact Ron Andrews at 301-974-5000.

Sincerely,

J. Rodney Little
State Historic Preservation Officer

JRL/RLA/pc

Enclosures: NR form & 15 continuation sheets
1 uses map 
18 5x7 b/w prints 

Correspondence:
Little to Trainor, 3/14/88 
Andrews to Trainor.420/88 
Hager to Little, 4/29/88

t of Housina /and Community DeDepartment of Housing /and Community Development 
Shaw House, 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (301) 974-5000




